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springs up of using them \\ithout discrimination.   The
4 rules which style had set up are almost abolished : the
line ceases to be drawn between expressions which
i seem by their very nature vulgar, and others which
appear to be refined. Persons springing from different
Cranks of society carry the terms and expressions they
are accustomed to use with them, into whatever
circumstances they may pass ; thus the origin of
\\ords is lost like the origin of individuals, and there
is as much confusion in language as there is in
society. . . .
I shall not quit this topic without touching on a
feature of democratic languages which is perhaps more
characteristic of them than any other. It has already
been shown that democratic nadons have a taste, and
sometimes a passion, for general ideas, and that this
arises from their peculiar merits and defects. This
liking for general ideas is displayed in democratic
languages by the continual use of generic terms or
"abstract expressions, and by the manner in which
they are employed. This is the great merit and the
great imperfection of these languages. Democratic
nations are passionately addicted to generic terms or
abstract expressions, because these modes of speech
enlarge thought, and assist the operations of the mind
by enabling it to include several objects in a small
compass. . . .
These abstract terms which abound in democratic
languages, and which are used on every occasion
without attaching them to any particular fact, en-
large and obscure the thoughts they are intended
to convey; they render the mode of speech more
Succinct, and the idea contained in it less clear. But
with regard to language, democratic nations prefer
obscurity to labour. I know not, indeed, whether this
loose style has not some secret charm for those who